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 23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 

Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves 

swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples went 

and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26 He 

replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up 

and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm.  

27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even 

the winds and the waves obey him!”
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13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately 

to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot 

from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 

compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 As evening approached, 

the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 

already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages 

and buy themselves some food.” 16 Jesus replied, “They do not need 

to go away. You give them something to eat.” 17 “We have here only 

five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 18 “Bring them here 

to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. 

Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave 

thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and 

the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, 

and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were 

left over. 21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, 

besides women and children.

Matthew 14:13-21
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22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on 

ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After 

he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to 

pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already 

a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 

wind was against it. 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, 

walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, 

they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 27 But 

Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the 

water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was 

afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately 

Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, 

“why did you doubt?” 32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind 

died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, 

“Truly you are the Son of God.”

Matthew 14:22-33
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21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in 

your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, 

‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’

Matthew 7:21-23
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1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake.  

2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 

in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many 

things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he 

was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came 

and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much 

soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the 

sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because 

they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 

choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced 

a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever 

has ears, let them hear.” 10 The disciples came to him and asked, “Why 

do you speak to the people in parables?” 13 This is why I speak to them 

in parables: “Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do 

Matthew 13:1-23
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not hear or understand. 14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 

“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever 

seeing but never perceiving. 15 For this people’s heart has become 

calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their 

eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 

understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.’ 16 But 

blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. 

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone 

hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the 

evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is 

the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers 

to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But 

since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or 

persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The 

seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, 

but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the 

word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to 

someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 

produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 

sown.”
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44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When 

a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 

he had and bought that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 

a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he found one of great 

value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

Matthew 13:44-46
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24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 

love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and money. 25 “Therefore I tell you, 

do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the 

body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not 

sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any 

one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 28 “And why 

do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. 

They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in 

all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God 

clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 

Matthew 6:24-34
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thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little 

faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 

we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after 

all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry 

about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own.
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43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in 

heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who 

love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 

doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 

doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Matthew 5:43-48
HATE IT OR LOVE IT

STUDY EIGHT

Matthew 5:43-48
HATE IT OR LOVE IT

STUDY EIGHT

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 

who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in 

heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who 

love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors 

doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 

doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.




