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Acts 1:1-11

"In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to

do and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After
his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days
and spoke about the kingdom of God. * On one occasion, while he was
eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem,
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me

speak about. ® For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will

be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” ¢ Then they gathered around him and
asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the
Father has set by his own authority. & But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” ? After he said
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this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from
their sight. ® They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going,
when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ' “Men

of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in

the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”
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Acts 2:1-41

' When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.

2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. ® They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each

of them. # All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. > Now there were staying in
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. ¢ When
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because
each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they
asked: "Aren't all these who are speaking Galileans?  Then how is it that
each of us hears them in our native language? We hear them declaring
the wonders of God in our own tongues!” > Amazed and perplexed, they
asked one another, “What does this mean?” ' Some, however, made fun
of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” ' Then Peter stood

up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow

Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen
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carefully to what | say. " These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It's
only nine in the morning! 22 Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by
God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you
through him, as you yourselves know. 2 This man was handed over to
you by God's deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help
of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 2* But God
raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it
was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 3¢ Therefore let all Israel
be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both
Lord and Messiah.” 3 When the people heard this, they were cut to the
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we
do?" 38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” #' Those who accepted his message were

baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
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Acts 3:1-16

' One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of
prayer—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth
was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put
every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. * When he saw
Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. * Peter looked
straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” ®> So the man
gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.

¢ Then Peter said, “Silver or gold | do not have, but what | do have | give
you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the
right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man'’s feet and ankles
became strong. ® He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went
with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising
God. ? When all the people saw him walking and praising God, "° they
recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple

gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at
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what had happened to him. " While the man held on to Peter and John,
all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place
called Solomon’s Colonnade. > When Peter saw this, he said to them:
“Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if
by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? '* The God
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his
servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him
before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. ™ You disowned the
Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you.
5 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are
witnesses of this. ¢ By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see
and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes

through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.
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Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35

242 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 3 Everyone was filled with awe

at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 4* All the
believers were together and had everything in common. > They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. # Every day
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, ¥ praising
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to

their number daily those who were being saved. 32 All the believers were
one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was
their own, but they shared everything they had. 3 With great power the
apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And
God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all 3 that there were no
needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land
or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales ° and put it at the
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.
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Acts 6:1-7

'In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the
Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews
because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution

of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It
would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in
order to wait on tables. ® Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will
turn this responsibility over to them # and will give our attention to prayer
and the ministry of the word.” ® This proposal pleased the whole group.
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip,
Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert
to Judaism. ¢ They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and
laid their hands on them. 7 So the word of God spread. The number of
disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests

became obedient to the faith.
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Acts /:51-8:1

731 "You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised.
You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 2 Was
there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed
those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you
have betrayed and murdered him— > you who have received the law that
was given through angels but have not obeyed it.” ** When the members
of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at
him. > But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. % “Look,”
he said, "l see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand
of God.” ¥ At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their
voices, they all rushed at him, °®¢ dragged him out of the city and began to
stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young
man named Saul. % While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord

Jesus, receive my spirit.” ¢ Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord,
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do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

&1 And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution &1 And Saul approved of their killing him. On that day a great persecution
broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles
were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.
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Acts 9:1-20

' Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the
Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the
Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.
3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. * He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me?” ®> “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. "l am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting,” he replied. * “Now get up and go into the city,
and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men traveling with Saul stood
there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up
from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they
led him by the hand into Damascus. ? For three days he was blind, and did
not eat or drink anything. '° In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias.
The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. "

The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for

a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. ? In a vision he has seen a
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man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 3
“Lord,” Ananias answered, “l have heard many reports about this man and all
the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. ' And he has come
here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.”
®But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to
proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel.
161 will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 7 Then Ananias went
to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul,
the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—
has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

'® Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could

see again. He got up and was baptized, ' and after taking some food, he
regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus.

20 At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.
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Acts 17:16-34

1 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to

see that the city was full of idols. 7 So he reasoned in the synagogue with
both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day
with those who happened to be there. '® A group of Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this
babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advocating foreign
gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus
and the resurrection. ' Then they took him and brought him to a meeting of
the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know what this new teaching
is that you are presenting? % You are bringing some strange ideas to our
ears, and we would like to know what they mean.”?! (All the Athenians and the
foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about
and listening to the latest ideas.) 22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the
Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! | see that in every way you are very
religious. 2 For as | walked around and looked carefully at your objects of
worship, | even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So
you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what | am going to
proclaim to you. 2 "The God who made the world and everything in it is the

Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.
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% And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather,

he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 2 From one
man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and

he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their
lands. % God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for
him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 2 ‘For in him we live
and move and have our being.” As some of your own poets have said, 'We are
his offspring.’ 2 “Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human
design and skill.3% In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent. ¥ For he has set a day when he
will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given
proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 3When they heard
about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said,
“We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council.

34 Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them
was Dionysius, a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris,

and a number of others.
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