
EXODUS EXODUSSTUDY ONE STUDY ONE

1 Now Moses was tending the fl ock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest 

of Midian, and he led the fl ock to the far side of the wilderness and came 

to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in fl ames of fi re from within a bush. Moses saw that though the 

bush was on fi re it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over 

and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 4 When the 

Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within 

the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.” 5 “Do not come 

any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses 

hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 7 The Lord said, “I 

have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 

crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 

suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 
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Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 

land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, 

Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of 

the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 

oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 

people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I 

that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it 

is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, 

you will worship God on this mountain.” 13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I 

go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me 

to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 

14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the 

Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 
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21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at 

once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover 

lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and 

put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. 

None of you shall go out of the door of your house until morning. 23 When 

the Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will 

see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over 

that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses 

and strike you down. 24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance 

for you and your descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the Lord 

will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your 

children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 27 then tell 

them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifi ce to the Lord, who passed over the houses 

of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when he struck down 

the Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The 

Israelites did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron. 29 At 
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midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn 

of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who 

was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well.  

30 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the 

night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house 

without someone dead. 31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses 

and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, 

worship the Lord as you have requested. 32 Take your flocks and herds, 

as you have said, and go. And also bless me.” 33 The Egyptians urged the 

people to hurry and leave the country. “For otherwise,” they said, “we will 

all die!” 35 The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians 

for articles of silver and gold and for clothing. 36 The Lord had made the 

Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them 

what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians. 37 The Israelites 

journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred 

thousand men on foot, besides women and children. 38 Many other 

people went up with them, and also large droves of livestock, both flocks 

and herds. 40 Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt 

was 430 years. 41 At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the Lord’s 

divisions left Egypt. 
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10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the 

Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrifi ed and cried out to the 

Lord. 11 They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in 

Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to 

us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave 

us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us 

to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 13 Moses answered the 

people, “Do not be afraid. Stand fi rm and you will see the deliverance 

the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never 

see again. 14 The Lord will fi ght for you; you need only to be still.” 15 Then 

the Lord said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites 

to move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea 

to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry 

ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in 

after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through 

his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the 

Lord when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.” 

19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, 

withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in 

front and stood behind them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt and 

Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side 
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and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the 

Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry 

land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea 

on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.  

23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and 

horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night 

the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian 

army and threw it into confusion. 25 He jammed the wheels of their 

chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s 

get away from the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so 

that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and 

horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak 

the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and 

the Lord swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered 

the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed 

the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 29 But the Israelites 

went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right 

and on their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the 

Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And 

when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the 

Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in 

Moses his servant.
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1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from 

place to place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there 

was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and 

said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? 

Why do you put the Lord to the test?” 3 But the people were thirsty for water 

there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up 

out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?” 4 Then 

Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are 

almost ready to stone me.” 5 The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the 

people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the 

staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will stand there before you by 

the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people 

to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called 

the place Massah and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because 

they tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”
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1 And God spoke all these words: 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought 

you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other 

gods before me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 

5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your 

God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to 

the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 

6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord 

your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his 

name. 8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you 

shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to 

the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your 

son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor 

any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six days the Lord made the 
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heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on 

the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made 

it holy. 12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in 

the land the Lord your God is giving you. 13 “You shall not murder. 14 “You 

shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall not give false 

testimony against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female 

servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”  

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet 

and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a 

distance 19 and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But 

do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the people, 

“Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God 

will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 21 The people remained at a 

distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.
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1 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the 

mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods 

who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out 

of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 2 Aaron answered 

them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your 

daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 3 So all the people took 

off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they handed 

him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a 

tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out 

of Egypt.” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and 

announced, “Tomorrow there will be a festival to the Lord.” 6 So the next 

day the people rose early and sacrifi ced burnt offerings and presented 

fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up 

to indulge in revelry. 7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because 

your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 
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8 They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and 

have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have 

bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, 

Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 9 “I have seen these people,” 

the Lord said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 10 Now leave 

me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy 

them. Then I will make you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses sought the 

favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn 

against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power 

and a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil 

intent that he brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to wipe 

them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do 

not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, 

Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your 

descendants all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance 

forever.’” 14 Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his people the 

disaster he had threatened.
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them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do 

not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember your servants Abraham, 

Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your own self: ‘I will make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your 
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1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Leave this place, you and the people you 

brought up out of Egypt, and go up to the land I promised on oath to 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 

2 I will send an angel before you and drive out the Canaanites, Amorites, 

Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land fl owing with 

milk and honey. But I will not go with you, because you are a stiff-necked 

people and I might destroy you on the way.” 4 When the people heard 

these distressing words, they began to mourn and no one put on any 

ornaments. 5 For the Lord had said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites, ‘You are 

a stiff-necked people. If I were to go with you even for a moment, I might 

destroy you. Now take off your ornaments and I will decide what to do 

with you.’” 6 So the Israelites stripped off their ornaments at Mount Horeb. 

12 Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ 

but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have 

said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are 
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said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with me.’ 13 If you are 
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pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know you and continue to 

find favor with you. Remember that this nation is your people.” 14 The Lord 

replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 Then 

Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us 

up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and 

with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and 

your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?” 17 And the 

Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am 

pleased with you and I know you by name.” 
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Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have asked, because I am 
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1 The Lord said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the fi rst ones, 

and I will write on them the words that were on the fi rst tablets, which 

you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai. 

Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain. 3 No one is to come 

with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not even the fl ocks and 

herds may graze in front of the mountain.” 4 So Moses chiseled out two 

stone tablets like the fi rst ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the 

morning, as the Lord had commanded him; and he carried the two stone 

tablets in his hands. 5 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood 

there with him and proclaimed his name, the Lord. 6 And he passed in 

front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 

gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 

7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion 

and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 

children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and 
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with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not even the fl ocks and 

herds may graze in front of the mountain.” 4 So Moses chiseled out two 

stone tablets like the fi rst ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the 

morning, as the Lord had commanded him; and he carried the two stone 

tablets in his hands. 5 Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood 

there with him and proclaimed his name, the Lord. 6 And he passed in 

front of Moses, proclaiming, “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 

gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
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fourth generation.” 8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 

9 “Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in your eyes, then let the Lord go 

with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness 

and our sin, and take us as your inheritance.” 10 Then the Lord said: “I am 

making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders 

never before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live 

among will see how awesome is the work that I, the Lord, will do for you.  

11 Obey what I command you today. I will drive out before you the 

Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 12 Be 

careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land where you are 

going, or they will be a snare among you. 13 Break down their altars, smash 

their sacred stones and cut down their Asherah poles. 14 Do not worship 

any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.
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