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1 Samuel 16:1-13

' The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since | have
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your
way; | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. | have chosen one of his
sons to be king.” 2 But Samuel said, "How can | go? If Saul hears about

it, he will kill me.” The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, 'l have
come to sacrifice to the Lord. ® Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show
you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one | indicate.”

4Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you
come in peace?” ®* Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; | have come to sacrifice
to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.”
Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
¢ When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's
anointed stands here before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel,

“Do not consider his appearance or his height, for | have rejected him.

SAMUEL STUDY ONE

A4
InterVarsity

1 Samuel 16:1-13

' The Lord said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, since | have
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your
way; | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. | have chosen one of his
sons to be king.” 2 But Samuel said, "How can | go? If Saul hears about

it, he will kill me.” The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, 'l have
come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ ® Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show
you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one | indicate.”

4Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you
come in peace?” ®* Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; | have come to sacrifice
to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.”
Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
¢ When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord's
anointed stands here before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel,

“Do not consider his appearance or his height, for | have rejected him.

SAMUEL STUDY ONE



The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” @ Then Jesse called
Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The
Lord has not chosen this one either.” ? Jesse then had Shammah pass by,
but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” '° Jesse had seven
of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not
chosen these.” " So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” ' So he
sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had
a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise and
anoint him; this is the one.” '* So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed
him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the

Lord came powerfully upon David.
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1 Samuel 17:32-50

32 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine;
your servant will go and fight him.” 3 Saul replied, “You are not able to

go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a young man,
and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 3 But David said to Saul, “Your
servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came
and carried off a sheep from the flock, *° | went after it, struck it and
rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, | seized it by
its hair, struck it and killed it. 3¢ Your servant has killed both the lion and
the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because
he has defied the armies of the living God. ¥ The Lord who rescued me
from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the
hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”
% Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on
him and a bronze helmet on his head. % David fastened on his sword over
the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. “I
cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because | am not used to them.” So

he took them off. 4° Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth
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stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag

and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. ' Meanwhile,
the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to
David. #2 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy,
glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. %* He said to
David, "Am | a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine
cursed David by his gods. # “Come here,” he said, “and I'll give your flesh
to the birds and the wild animals!” 4> David said to the Philistine, “You
come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but | come against
you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have defied. #¢ This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands,
and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day | will give the
carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. # All those gathered
here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for

the battle is the Lord'’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 8 As
the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the
battle line to meet him. 4’ Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone,
he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into
his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. *° So David triumphed
over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he
struck down the Philistine and killed him.

SAMUEL STUDY TWO

stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag

and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. ' Meanwhile,
the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to
David. #2 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy,
glowing with health and handsome, and he despised him. %* He said to
David, "Am | a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the Philistine
cursed David by his gods. # “Come here,” he said, “and I'll give your flesh
to the birds and the wild animals!” 4> David said to the Philistine, “You
come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but | come against
you in the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel,
whom you have defied. #¢ This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands,
and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day | will give the
carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the
whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. # All those gathered
here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for

the battle is the Lord'’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 8 As
the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the
battle line to meet him. 4’ Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone,
he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into
his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. *° So David triumphed
over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he
struck down the Philistine and killed him.

SAMUEL STUDY TWO



A4
InterVarsity

1 Samuel 24:1-22

' After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is
in the Desert of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul took three thousand able young men
from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the Crags of
the Wild Goats. * He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was
there, and Saul went in to relieve himself. David and his men were far back
in the cave. * The men said, “This is the day the Lord spoke of when he
said to you, 'l will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as

m

you wish.” Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s
robe. > Afterward, David was conscience-stricken for having cut off a
corner of his robe. ¢ He said to his men, “The Lord forbid that | should do
such a thing to my master, the Lord’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for
he is the anointed of the Lord.” 7 With these words David sharply rebuked
his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left the cave and
went his way. ¢ Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul,
"My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down
and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. ? He said to Saul, “Why
do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you'? 1° This day

you have seen with your own eyes how the Lord Delivered you into my

hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but | spared you; | said, ‘I
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will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the Lord’s anointed.’

" See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in my hand! | cut off the
corner of your robe but did not kill you. See that there is nothing in my
hand to indicate that | am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. | have not
wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take my life. '2 May the
Lord judge between you and me. And may the Lord avenge the wrongs
you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. ™ As the old saying
goes, 'From evil doers come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you.

4 "Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who are you pursuing?
A dead dog? A flea? "> May the Lord be our judge and decide between
us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by
delivering me from your hand.” ' When David finished saying this, Saul
asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud. "7 “You are
more righteous than |,” he said. “You have treated me well, but | have
treated you badly. '® You have just now told me about the good you did to
me; the Lord delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me.

Y When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May
the Lord reward you well for the way you treated me today. ?° | know that
you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established
in your hands. ' Now swear to me by the Lord that you will not kill off my
descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.” 22 So David
gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men

went up to the stronghold.
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2 Samuel 9:1-13

' David asked, “Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom | can
show kindness for Jonathan's sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of Saul’s
household named Ziba. They summoned him to appear before David,
and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?" “At your service,” he replied.

3 The king asked, “Is there no one still alive from the house of Saul to
whom | can show God's kindness?” Ziba answered the king, “There is
still a son of Jonathan; he is lame in both feet.” 4 “"Where is he?” the king
asked. Ziba answered, "He is at the house of Makir son of Ammiel in

Lo Debar.” ® So King David had him brought from Lo Debar, from the
house of Makir son of Ammiel. © When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan,
the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David
said, “Mephibosheth!” “"At your service,” he replied. ” “Don't be afraid,”
David said to him, “for | will surely show you kindness for the sake of your
father Jonathan. | will restore to you all the land that belonged to your

grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table.” ® Mephibosheth
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bowed down and said, “What is your servant, that you should notice

a dead dog like me?” ? Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul’s steward,
and said to him, “I have given your master’s grandson everything that
belonged to Saul and his family. ' You and your sons and your servants
are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master’s
grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your
master, will always eat at my table.” (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty
servants.) " Then Ziba said to the king, “Your servant will do whatever
my lord the king commands his servant to do.” So Mephibosheth ate at
David's table like one of the king's sons. > Mephibosheth had a young
son named Mika, and all the members of Ziba's household were servants
of Mephibosheth. ** And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he

always ate at the king's table; he was lame in both feet.
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2 Samuel 11:1-18, 26-27

' In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out
with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the
Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the

roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman
was very beautiful, * and David sent someone to find out about her. The
man said, “She is Bathsheba,the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah
the Hittite.” * Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him,
and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly
uncleanness.) Then she went back home. > The woman conceived and
sent word to David, saying, “l am pregnant.” ¢ So David sent this word to
Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And Joab sent him to David. ” When
Uriah came to him, David asked him how Joab was, how the soldiers were
and how the war was going. 8 Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your

house and wash your feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the

king was sent after him. ? But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with

all his master’s servants and did not go down to his house.
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1% David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “"Haven't
you just come from a military campaign? Why didn't you go home?”

" Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents,
and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open
country. How could | go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my
wife? As surely as you live, | will not do such a thing!” '? Then David said

to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow | will send you back.” So
Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. '* At David’s invitation,
he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening
Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did
not go home. ™ In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it
with Uriah. ™ In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is
fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”

¢ So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he
knew the strongest defenders were. 7 When the men of the city came out
and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover,
Uriah the Hittite died. '® Joab sent David a full account of the battle.

26 \When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for
him. 2’ After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his
house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David

had done displeased the Lord.

SAMUEL STUDY FIVE

19 David was told, “Uriah did not go home.” So he asked Uriah, “"Haven't
you just come from a military campaign? Why didn't you go home?”

" Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents,
and my commander Joab and my lord’s men are camped in the open
country. How could | go to my house to eat and drink and make love to my
wife? As surely as you live, | will not do such a thing!” '? Then David said

to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow | will send you back.” So
Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. '* At David’s invitation,
he ate and drank with him, and David made him drunk. But in the evening
Uriah went out to sleep on his mat among his master’s servants; he did
not go home. ™ In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it
with Uriah. ™ In it he wrote, “Put Uriah out in front where the fighting is
fiercest. Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.”

¢ So while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he
knew the strongest defenders were. 7 When the men of the city came out
and fought against Joab, some of the men in David’s army fell; moreover,
Uriah the Hittite died. '® Joab sent David a full account of the battle.

26 \When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for
him. 2’ After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his
house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David

had done displeased the Lord.

SAMUEL STUDY FIVE



A4
InterVarsity

2 Samuel 12:1-10, 13-14

"The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There
were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich
man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, ® but the poor man had
nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it
grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup
and even sleptin his arms. It was like a daughter to him. * “Now a traveler
came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from taking one of his
own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had come

to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man
and prepared it for the one who had come to him.” ® David burned with
anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives,
the man who did this must die! ® He must pay for that lamb four times
over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to
David, “You are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘|

anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you from the hand of Saul.
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81 gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your
arms. | gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, |
would have given you even more. * Why did you despise the word of the
Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite
with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the
sword of the Ammonites. ' Now, therefore, the sword will never depart
from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah
the Hittite to be your own. '* Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned
against the Lord.” Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You
are not going to die. ' But because by doing this you have shown utter

contempt for the Lord, the son born to you will die.”
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A4
InterVarsity

Psalm 51:1-17

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan came to

him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.

' Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your unfailing
love; according to your great
compassion blot out my

transgressions.

2Wash away all my iniquity

and cleanse me from my sin!

3 For | know my transgressions,

and my sin is always before me.

4 Against you, you only, have |
sinned and done what is evil in
your sight; so you are right in your
verdict and justified when you

judge.
> Surely | was sinful at birth,

sinful from the time my mother

conceived me.

SAMUEL

¢ Yet you desired faithfulness
even in the womb; you taught me

wisdom in that secret place.

7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and |
will be clean; wash me, and | will

be whiter than snow.

8 Let me hear joy and gladness;
let the bones you have crushed

rejoice.

?Hide your face from my sins and

blot out all my iniquity.

1° Create in me a pure heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast spirit

within me.

" Do not cast me from your
presence or take your Holy Spirit

from me.
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12 Restore to me the joy of your
salvation and grant me a willing

spirit, to sustain me.

¥ Then | will teach transgressors
your ways, so that sinners will turn

back to you.

' Deliver me from the guilt of
bloodshed, O God, you who are
God my Savior, and my tongue

will sing of your righteousness.

SAMUEL

> Open my lips, Lord, and my

mouth will declare your praise.

'® You do not delight in sacrifice,
or | would bring it; you do not take

pleasure in burnt offerings.
7 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken

spirit; a broken and contrite heart

you, God, will not despise.
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Psalm 30

A psalm. A song. For the dedication of the temple. Of David.

"l will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted
me out of the depths
and did not let my enemies gloat

over me.

2 Lord my God, | called to you for

help, and you healed me.

3You, Lord, brought me up from the
realm of the dead;
you spared me from going down to

the pit.

4 Sing the praises of the Lord, you
his faithful people;

praise his holy name.

S For his anger lasts only a moment,
but his favor lasts a lifetime;
weeping may stay for the night, but

rejoicing comes in the morning.

¢ When | felt secure, | said,

“I will never be shaken.”

SAMUEL

7 Lord, when you favored me, you
made my royal mountain stand firm;
but when you hid your face, | was

dismayed.

8To you, Lord, I called;

to the Lord | cried for mercy:

?"What is gained if | am silenced, if
I go down to the pit? Will the dust
praise you? Will it proclaim your

faithfulness?

0 Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me;

Lord, be my help.”

" You turned my wailing into
dancing; you removed my sackcloth

and clothed me with joy,

2 that my heart may sing your
praises and not be silent.
Lord my God, I will praise you

forever.
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